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TCMC’s Mission is to bring people to Jesus and into His family, to magnify
God in Spirit-filled worship, to disciple them to maturity in the likeness of
Christ, and to equip them for active ministry in the church and

life mission in the world.
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PASTOR BRIAN'S REPORT

Bk JE R BT 3R &

BRIAN QUAN | Rk ¢4 Em

“When days seem like years and years feel
like days.”

— Robert Brown Fulford

Time certainly moves swiftly. The older we get
the more milestones we have to look back and
to reflect upon. This report book allows us to do
this, to reflect upon what God has been doing
with our church over the past year. These sto-
ries also help us to look back and see where we
have sown our energies and it helps us to peer
forward in anticipation of the new things that

God has in store for us.

I’'m genuinely grateful for being part of this lov-
ing and giving community. I am thankful for the
many opportunities that God has been growing
our church ministries. God has given us many
wonderful ministries opportunities to serve in
the church and in our community. We have our
Kei Lok Yuen, a vibrant senior’s community. Our
annual vacation bible camp connects us with
many families. Our Christmas eve outreach has
allowed us to share the love of Christ with many
new Mandarin friends. We have a growing &
expanding community garden. Our Good Friday

Easter Eggstravagana and Repair Café connects

us to our community with the love of Christ. We
are stewarding a wonderful building allowing
us to offer space to Victoria Education Centre
Montessori and two other worshiping church-

es--Assemblies of God My Rock & Seven-Doves.

Our English-speaking congregation has been

maturing in this family stage of life. It is exciting

to see so many children and youth in the church.

Noisy children, stained carpets, dented walls
and ceilings are the vibrant sounds and signs of
a growing church. Many of our children have
reached their teenaged years and this proves

to be a critical time for their spiritual growth.
At this stage it is our priority to disciple them
and to raise them up to walk in faith. This is no
easy task. It has been a challenge for us to form
a cohesive and consistent youth group but we
need to trust God and humbly make sacrifices
to help them grow. This past year have been
actively searching for a Youth pastor and we are
still waiting for God to provides us to the right

person.

Our congregation has gone through some
challenges and downturns over this year. Our

down-turn has been through the departures of

our friends and families. It’s always hard on our
community when long-time friends and family
say farewell to us. People have left for various
and different reasons and all of the departures
have been grace filled. It is understandable that
life circumstances change, priorities and per-
spective also change. I believe that God has been
using this challenging season to refine us as a
congregation. He wants us to listen, to reflect to

pay attention.

Being faithful means that we are trusting in

God in this dimness when we don’t’ see the full
light. Faithfulness as a congregation means we
are willing to listen together, discern together
and to have open conversations. We need to
ask ourselves some questions for the coming
year: “What is God calling us towards?” “What
are some of the new possibilities for us?” I fully
trust that God is carrying us through and he will
carry us forward. God wants the best for us, and

he will continue to refine us and transform us.

This summer our families had gathered at
YMCA Cedarglen for our annual retreat. It was
a wonderful and memorable time of fun, food

and fellowship. The highlight of our weekend

was our time together--sharing, listening and

discerning. We had significant conversations
about life and faith and church. We identified a
number of important areas that we want to give
attention to. These things included: studying
the bible, prayer, family and community. Being
faithful to God’s discernment we have respond-
ed by forming two new small groups —bible
study group and a men’s group. In the new year
we want to re-establish a family fellowship.
These have been some of the lifegiving respons-

es to our listening process.

I believe God is doing a new thing with us. He
has shown Himself to be faithful when we listen
to Him, when we trust Him and when we make
sacrifices. I know God will bring us to new
places and try new things, but we need to be
ready to change. The key scriptures for next
year will be Mark 2:21-22 and our theme will
be Recharged and Renewed in Christ (JEE S
195 #1). Jesus challenges us to try new things,
to think about new ideas, and to be new people.
Therefore, we must not fear the future and the
change the comes with it. We must stay open to

God’s fresh directives.
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A significant change for me and our church will
come in the new year. Next summer I will be
taking a extended time for a time of recharging
and refreshing. My extended season of ministry
has created within me a longing to take a pause

for rest and spiritual renewal.

Our church leadership has affirmed my request
to take a sabbatical starting in July of 2019. I be-
lieve this season of rest and renewal will bring
forth new energy, increased creativity and fresh
ideas. The refreshment of mind, body and soul
will allow me to serve from a place of abun-
dance instead of my reserves. Eli my youngest
Son said to me: “Daddy, you are the Boss of the
church, who will be the Boss when you are not
here?” (RBVNRFERK . “BE, MBHEGH ERF

, BIRFEHGHS, #2 B/ ?”) “The boss of the
church?” Ireplied? Ireminded him that I'm not
the Boss of the church—God is the Boss of the
church. God leads, and we follow. The church is

in good hands because He is given us gifted lead-
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ers. So I encourage each of you to use the very gifts
which God has given to you. Work with each other.
Take the time to thank each of our ministry leaders
for their service and continue to pray for them as

the new year begins.

As we enter 2019, it is my heart’s desire and prayer
that we would be unified in one mind and spirit so
we may serve together to bring praise and glory to
God.
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‘But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings

like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint’
Isaiah 40:31
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PASTOR RONALD'S REPORT

EERGEERS

PASTOR RONALD AU | ER%¥EiE

Praise the Lord for his guidance in 2018 for the
opportunity to pastor and serve in our TCMC
family, to share in joy and happiness, just as
Paul said “Rejoice with those who rejoice;

mourn with those who mourn. “(Romans 12:15)

In nearly 20 months of ministry at TCMC, I have
gained insight into the operations of the various
departments within the church, including that
of Kei Lok Yuen.

God’s grace has given our brothers and sisters
gifts to serve and work together as one body, to
do His work. Our Cantonese group’s connection
with KLY and related community work, this
continues to be the main outreach channel for
spreading the gospel. There were many exam-
ples of this: from prayer before each lunch meal,
to monthly distribution of Christian publications
such as Harald Monthly newspaper. What is
even more commendable is that in August eight
brothers an sisters were sent from short-term
mission center to share the gospel with the KLY

group.

At several of our joint services, some members

of KLY eagerly participated in songs of praise,
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from “You raise me up”, “The Love of Jesus”,
“Silent Night” and “O Come, All Ye Faithful”,
showing that Holy Spirit is at work.

Paul encouraged us in Romans 5:4-5, “persever-
ance, character; and character, hope. And hope
does not put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured out into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” God’s
Love is now beginning to work within believers

in our church and to the unbelievers in KLY.

Our brothers and sisters in the Cantonese minis-
try have a solid spiritual foundation. With their
willingness to learn, they can be equipped to be
used as a vessel for God, and as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ. (2 Timothy 2:3; 15)

This past year, our prayer group has been an
effective means to allow God’s power to work
through them through prayer for others. Anoth-
er initiative is focusing on training and practice,
to be able to can teach others (2 Tim. 2:2). For
this the Cantonese group held a summer train-
ing workshop in July-August and established a

new Men’s Group fellowship.

Our 2018 theme was “Walking Humbly with
God”. It involves deep understanding of the
Lord Jesus and focusing on the intimate rela-
tionship between the each of us as individuals to
God Himself.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul encouraged us as
believers, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation, and the old things have passed, and they

have all become new.”

From Jan — Aug, the sermons focused on caring
for our church, caring for others, caring for
oneself. The premise is based on building from

within, then outwardly to walk with God.

This past year we continued to encourage our
brothers and sisters to read the entire old testa-
ment, with certificates given to those who are

successful in achieving this.

The gift of writing is given by God and through
writing the voices of brothers and sisters are
shared with those overseas, and it acts as a

great source of encouragement and comfort.

The purpose of “Sharing Garden” is to give God

the gratitude, praise and glory to him, through
written testimony and witnesses. It is hoped that

all believers will participate in this program.

Thanks to the Lord for our brothers and sisters
who selflessly serve in many ways, whether in
a leadership role, in worship, audio and video
support, and many the behind-the-scenes work.
They are all soldiers of God and may He contin-
ue to guide them and encourage others who are

seeking to serve, Amen.
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CANTONESE MINISTRY REPORT

BEEEIRG

PASTOR RONALD AU | ER%¥EiE

Mark 2:21-22 records what Jesus told John’s dis-
ciples and Pharisees. In 2018, God’s church held
different activities, and with mutual sympathy
and understanding between brothers and sis-
ters, this past year reflected the peace we shared
in the Lord. Throughout this year, my prayers
for brothers and sisters continued and I too also
studied alongside with them in growing in the
Lord: “ For this reason, since the day we heard
about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives,[a] 10 so
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every
good work, growing in the knowledge of God”
Colossians 1:9-10

Thanks to the worship team for arranging the
rotating schedule enabling opportunities for
members to serve during each Sunday worship.

I am also grateful to God for calling leaders to

N°16 |Cantonese Ministry Report

arrange fellowship and Sunday school, promot-
ing various ministries and services according to

their duties, working together as one (Eph. 4:16).

Fellowship:

The Joshua Fellowship held a one-day retreat in
May, inviting Pastor Seto to speak on the topic
on “Walking humbly with God” (Micah 6:8).
Zion Fellowship held monthly gathering with
activities such as sharing and film.

Joshua fellowship gathered on 7/21 and 9/16 and
studied the book of Mark.

Every summer, the Zion Group and the Josh-

ua Fellowship have several joint events and
gatherings. The two groups united with outdoor
barbecue gatherings at L’Amoreaux Park on
8/11. They brought along friends and relatives,
shared our fellowship experience, and to get to

know our faith.

Our prayer group held the first gathering on
7/11 and met weekly church every Wednesday
from 7:30pm to 8:30pm. Thanks to Mrs. Lee for
her hospitality to hold the prayer group meet-
ings. Our brother Philip Chen and my self have
co-led the prayer group, which currently has

seven members.

The Men’s group (Boas fellowship) held their
first gathering in December after Sunday
service. Activities included sharing, scripture
readings, self reflection to name a few. This
group is also co-led by Philip and I and we cur-

rently have five members.

Summer Retreat:

This year’s retreat was held at the Conestoga
Residence Centre, Kitchener. Pastor David Fu
preached four messages focusing on our theme.
Pastor Fu: “If you walk with God, it will be life
changing. You will be blessed, but you must

reflect on yourself so that you can discern God’s

“Walk Humbly With Your God “
Micah 6:8

will. To stand firm and stand for faith, be able
to testify at any time, to preach the gospel to
others, and to show mercy as if there is a light
in the world. Finally, to live for the Lord, and to
walk with God with humility.”

Training course:

From 07/07 to 8/25 we held a multi-session
workshop on interpreting and understanding
scripture. The course was by attended by eight
people whom were eager to learn the word of
God.

Vacation Bible School:

The parents and grandparents of the Cantonese
group practiced the teachings of the Bible Deu-
teronomy 6:7: “Be also to be diligent in teaching
your children. Whether you are sitting at home,
walking on the road, lying down, getting up, you
have to talk.”. Parents were eager to participate

in the five-day Children’s Bible Summer Camp,

2018 Annual Report
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which is actively attended by the church, from
13/08 to 17/08. May God bless them.

Joint Service

* At our 38th anniversary service we welcomed
Dr Yip as our guest speaker

* On 8/5 we held our annual Willowgrove out-
door service with other Mennonite churches

* We held a Children’s graduation service on
9/16 led by Rev Brian Quan

Communion Sunday and Prayer Meeting
Thanks to the Lord, every brother and sister
prepared for each month’s Holy Communion

Worship

Our monthly prayer meetings included:

 Pray for the individuals: The health and
rehabilitation of the sick, for family members
who have yet to accept the Lord, and for safe-
ty of brothers and sisters who travel to visit
relatives.

 Prayer for those facing difficulties and chal-
lenges, for renaissance of Cantonese group,
for our Children Sunday school teachers, for
the celebration of the 38th Anniversary, for

Summer retreat and vacation bible school

Sunday school

Sunday School The new semester is held in
09/09. There were three different classes to suit
different needs: Acts of the Apostles, Samuel’s

work, and systematic theology.

Bible reading

Our Cantonese group continued our goal to read
the New Testament Bible this year (except for
the Psalms) from 01/01/18 to 31/12/18. Brothers
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and sisters with this achievement were awarded

certificates for encouragement.

Year in review thanksgiving

After the end of 2018, the year in review shar-
ing was held after worship. The brothers and
sisters shared their heartfelt journey in the year
after sharing the lunch and ended with worship

prayer.

Sharing Garden

Sharing Garden continued throughout 2018.
Topics included God’s Word in the Bible, Life
and Health to name a few. All brothers and sis-
ters are welcomed to submit their contributions,

thanks for sharing the grace of God.

Visitation

Visiting and counseling after targeting the
target, including 16 new and old brothers and
sisters. I would like to thank Karen Chan, Loret-
ta Tam, Mrs. Au for their participation. I hope
that I can visit more brother and sisters in 2019

years.

CMEC

The leadership group CMEC held monthly meet-
ings. They are dedicated to serving God and
serving people. They are full of love, patience
and trust. They are hard-working and a good

example of our effectiveness. (Mark 10: 45)

Membership Transfer

Philip Shum and Mrs. Shum received member-
ship transfer during Christmas celebration and
our congregation welcomed them in joining our

church family.

Evangelism

We continue to encourage brothers and sisters
to participate in the Evangelism events and
meetings, such as participate in lecture held on
9/11.

Christmas Celebration

The Zion Fellowship and the Joshua Fellowship
held a joint Christmas celebration on 12/15. On
12/23 we held our annual Christmas joint ser-
vice while the Mandarin group hosted a Christ-
mas Eve event inviting many friends and family

to know our faith.
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MANDARIN MINISTRY REPORT

EEESFSIHRS
RONALD KHOO | EBEIfE

1. Sunday afternoon fellowship was a blast in
2018, For a few selected Sunday in the Win-
ter months, we gathered in the afternoon
for an informal sharing, play and early
dinner. Our goal is to create more facetime
for everyone. Given we are a communitier
church, we want to let our members spend
more time together. We believe Christiani-
ty manifests thru our daily lives. God lives

in Sunday and Weekdays; so are we!

2. Our English congregations are doing a
great service to reach out to our commu-
nity at the Easter Egg Hunt. Although alot
of our Mandarin members are not fluent
in English, they lend their helping hand
everywhere they can. They were amazed
by the quality maticulist worksheet that
Grace and Beka are planning this event.
This is a true family! In 2019, we want to
take on more ‘back-end’ work so our En-
glish Brothers and Sisters can spend more

time with our guests.

3. We have contemplated about reaching
out to Chinese Visa Students, could do

anything yet. Keep them in our prayers.
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Robert has hosted a worship training.
17 showed up and with a willing heart to

serve. Thank you!

We have 6 Sunday School Classes with a

range of topics. Thank you teachers!

In May we have attended a Joint Toronto
Chinese Churches Rival Meeting with
Jamie Taylor, whose family has dedicated 5
generation of missionary work in Chinese.

He was preaching in fluentent Mandarin!

In June, we had our Graduation Celebra-
tion Party with 10 Graduates sharing their
happiness with us in a beautiful Saturday

evening of laughter and snacks.

40 of us spend a great summer weekend in
August to camp at Rockwell. It is amazing
that we could fall asleep beside the raging
traffic from the nearby Hwy 6 !

We finish off 2018 with a musical cele-
bration of Christmas Eve with our Youth
band, TMPC Choir and three amazing
MCs, thank you Jim, Joyce and Anita!
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ENGLISH MINISTRY REPORT

REBEFIHRS

SANDY YUEN

This year, our church theme was Walking
Humbly with God (Micah 6:8). Through Pas-
tor Brian and guest speakers, we learned
about the family altar, the role of the church
on aboriginal people, mothers, Pentecost,
why Christians should pray, Christianity and
Buddhism, balancing the rhythms of rest and
work, hearing God through prayer, shalom
and peace, building faith in our children, and
peace Sunday. These teachings inspired us to
walk with God along three paths: Stewardship
& Outreach, Fostering Stronger Relationships,

and Service.
1. Stewardship & Outreach

Eggstravaganza: March 30th marked the 10th
anniversary of our free community pancake
breakfast and Easter egg hunt. Led by Grace
Ho, we had 150 guests, 30-50 volunteers
involving both English and Mandarin congre-
gation members, and gave away thousands of
chocolate eggs and prizes to families. It was a
great day to serve the community and open our
doors to our neighbours, friends, and family

and share the message of Christ.

Repair Cafe: On April 21 Earth Day, TCMC and
Repair Cafe co-hosted a local event. The pur-
pose was to build community through learning
how to fix items that would otherwise would
have been sent to the landfill. Over the four
hour event, there were 85 visitors and 95 items

fixed. These items ranged from coffee makers,
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small electronics, laptops, books, jewellery,
clothing and bicycles. Everything was free of
charge to the visitors which included neigh-
bours, friends, and first-time visitors to TCMC.
There was such a positive vibe at the event.
For example, whenever an item was fixed, a
hand bell would ring, followed by applause
around the room. There was a genuine feeling
of people helping people and people helping
the environment. The event also provided an
opportunity for our sponsored Syrian family
to sell homemade food to earn some money to
support her family. The event was featured in
Canadian Mennonite magazine, and the local

Snapd newspaper. See Appendix B for photos.

Vegetarianism: On June 2, Pastor Brian spoke
to the congregation about Christianity and
Buddhism, discussing the similarities and
differences between Jesus and Buddha. Sandy
and Jason Yuen shared their family’s journey
to becoming vegetarian. Documentaries such
as Peaceable Kingdom, Vegucated, Forks Over
Knives, and a friendship with their wedding
photographer and local animal activist and
photographer Jo-Anne McArthur, helped

open their eyes to some of the animal cruelty,
human poverty, and environmental impacts of
eating meat. Through prayer, Romans 8 shed
some light for them: “Let us therefore make
every effort to do what leads to peace.” They
raised an interesting question to the congre-
gation - does your diet lead to peace? Keith Ly

helped put together an informational poster

to raise awareness which is now posted on
the church bulletin board (see Appendix C).
Various informational pamphlets were also
distributed. In trying to promote more vege-
tarian meals in our congregation, this year’s
Garden Building Day (May 27) and Christmas
lunch service (Dec 23) were ordered mainly
from Simon’s Wok, a local Chinese vegetarian

restaurant in East Chinatown.

Vegetable Garden: This year, we expanded
our vegetable garden and built two new raised
garden boxes. Led by Sandy Yuen and Mathew
Au, volunteers of all ages came out for two
events, one for building (May 27), and one for
planting (June 2). Everyone rolled up their
sleeves and pitched in. Kids painted garden
rocks and a bird house. Grace Ho painted beau-
tiful new garden signs made with scrap wood.
This year, we developed a relationship with the
Fountainwood apartment across the street. The
building manager Ken and his wife Ines had
been looking for a place to grow a vegetable
garden for quite some time and had not found
any luck. We were blessed to have their amaz-
ing help on both dates. They have been won-
derful in growing, watering, and maintaining
the garden. We now have a total of four vegeta-
ble garden beds, one for the English Ministry,
one for Kei Lok Yuen (seniors group), one for
Fountainwood apartment, and one for the chil-

dren at Victoria Education Centre. Overall, the

vegetable garden has been an excellent place

to learn where food comes from, appreciate
God’s creations, and foster fellowship amongst

church members and within the community.

Bill S-203 Ending Captivity of Whales,
Dolphins and Porpoises: In September, Dora
from Ontario Captive Animal Watch came to
teach Sunday school kids about killer whales.
Kids wrote letters in support of freeing Kis-
ka, a Marineland Orca that has been held in
captivity for the past 39 years and has suffered
tremendously. Church members also signed a
letter supporting Bill S-203 that would end the
captivity of these marine creatures. Bill S-203
was approved at the Canadian Senate and cur-
rently being tabled at the House of Commons.
See Appendix G for photos.

2. Fostering Stronger Relationships

Bible Study: Led by Kimberly Lam, mem-

bers met to watch PovertyCure a video series
around global poverty, and reflect and discuss.
We also studied the first chapters of Mark, in
the New Testament and prayed together.

Men’s Cell Group: Hosted at the Yuen’s home,
a small group of men met to share life, encour-

age each other, and pray together.
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Fellowship: Over the year, members met for
various gatherings and potlucks, such as at
Michelle and Brian’s winter hot pot, at TCMC
for HarvestFest (with games & crafts for kids
led by Stephen Chong) and potlucks after
service (led by Sandy Yuen).

Annual Church Retreat: This year, 23 TCMC
adults and kids enjoyed a weekend away to
enjoy God’s creation outdoors. We went to
YMCA Cedar Glen Outdoor Centre on July 28 to
29th in Schomberg. The counsellors were great
with the kids. There was an organic farm,
archery, outdoor maze, nature hike, and high
ropes. All the food was vegetarian and the staff
were wonderful in ensuring our stay was com-
fortable and enjoyable. There was group re-
flection time led by Pastor Brian and facilitated
by Jason Yuen about how God worked in our
personal lives in the past, present, and future.
These sharing times helped foster a greater

sense of community in our congregation.

Dads’ Camping: This year, the Dads and kids
camping trip was held at Rockwood Conserva-
tion Area. Six Dads and twelve kids gathered at
this site for a weekend of fun and fellowship.
We had rain on Saturday but this hardly damp-
ened our spirits. One of the highlights was
exploring the ruins of the Harris Woollen mill.
Other activities included swimming, hiking,
biking, storytelling, camp fire and just enjoy-

ing God’s creation with each other.
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Aboriginal Reconciliation: This year, Pastor
Brian and other guest speakers shared about
the Doctrine of Discovery and the role of the
church in residential schools. As part of truth
and reconciliation efforts, TCMC drafted a
Land Acknowledgement and put it into our
weekly print bulletin to recognize the indige-
nous land upon which Toronto is situated. We
have also developed a relationship with the
owner/Mennonite Pastor of Tea and Bannock, a
local Aboriginal restaurant on Gerrard Street
East. We catered food from this restaurant for
the vegetable garden planting day (June 2). We
hope to deepen our friendship in the future. At
the Mennonite Church of Canada Peace Confer-
ence, we also attended a workshop and learned
about Mohawk Institute, a former Aboriginal

residential school in Brantford.

3. Service

Supporting Christen Kong’s mission trip:

In preparation for Christen Kong’s mission
trip to South Africa, church members gathered
clothing and household items for her fund-
raiser that was held at TCMC on July 15. Many
friends and family came out to support her.
Christen held a talk explaining about her trip,
and there was a special send-off that was held
during service with prayers and warm wish-
es. A farewell lunch was held on August 12th
attended by 20 TCMC members at the Blossom

Vegetarian Restaurant, in Richmond Hill.

Serving the poor at St. Francis Table: On
August 2, TCMC responded to a call for help
from St. Francis Table, a soup kitchen in Park-
dale. Their group had cancelled and needed
volunteers. Sophia Yee, Jeff Yee, Brooklyn and
Josephine Yee, Justice and Jaden Ho, Christen
and Lauren Kong, Sandy and Jason Yuen, and
Amber and Summer Yuen all rolled up their
sleeves and helped. Some peeled potatoes,
chopped vegetables, waited on tables, washed
dishes, and cleaned floors. It was a great day to

serve the working poor in our city.

Fundraising for MCC at the Ride for Refuge:
On September 29, Brian led a team to fund-
raise, raise awareness and cycle to support
Mennonite Church of Canada (MCC). Our bicy-
cle team consisted of: Grace and Hugo Gin,
Justice, Jayden and Jaxon Gin, Kimberly Lam
and Andy Hung, Brian and Eli Quan, and
Sandy and Jason Yuen, Amber, Summer, and
Marlowe Yuen, and Timothy Khoo. It was a
beautiful day to enjoy fellowship and enjoy
Toronto’s waterfront. Overall, TCMC raised
approx $1700 for MCC.

Food Drive for Scott Mission and St. Francis
Table: Led by Stella Tsang and Junior Youth,

a food drive began across all three congrega-
tions beginning in November. The goal is 2000
food items ranging from canned fruits, vegeta-
bles, soups, beans, rice, cooking oil and spices,
baby formula, and pasta. Food is being donated
to St. Francis Table and Scott Mission, two local

charities serving the poor and homeless.
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YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT

FESFEIHRSG

STEPHEN CHONG

This year has been focused on integrating the
graduating junior youth with the regular Fri-
day youth group, with some of the older junior
youths now meeting together twice a month
for fellowship. Mr. and Mrs. Ho gratuitously
welcomed us into their home for our fellow-
ship, which helped with connecting our youths
whom otherwise have long distance to travel to
our church. Thank You Mr. and Mrs. Ho!

Our study on Martin Luther’s preface to Ga-
latians continues. The study delves deep into
the context of the book of Galatians as well
as Luther’s notes on the subject, which helps
connect biblical struggles with modern day

wrestles of our own faith.

Pastor Brian continues to join us on our weekly
topics and helps in answering the tough ques-
tions about our Christianity, as well as how to
live out appropriate relationships according to
God. Our social events have included solving
escape rooms, beachside movies, Harbourfront

ice skating, board game nights, hotpot nights,
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table-top Dungeons and Dragons sessions and

church lock-ins.

We also have made an extra effort to con-
nect our youth with our neighbor churches,
strengthening ties to the community and
other Christians. We’ve hosted Toronto United
Mennonite Church youths for scavenger hunt
games/program and joined Scarborough Chi-

nese Baptist Church for their sports night.

Recently we have started a program for the
older youth called Teen’s Connection in order
to help nurture our high school youth’s spiri-
tual growth. Our current study is on “Claiming
Faith”; exploring what it means to live a life for

God through the Mennonite confessions.

We look forward to learning, growing, serving
and challenging each other in our faith each
year. As we continue to look for a suitable
youth pastor for our programs, please keep our
old youths, young youths, and junior youths in
prayer as we continue to grow and learn in the

new year.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY REPORT

REENMBTLEFERS

MONICA TANG | #3Xfik

Kidzone

This year all children continued to join the Praise
and Worship of the English congregation on the
second Sunday of each month. Everyone is getting
used to this arrangement and kids are learning to
worship with adults. The main worship hall is no

longer a scary place for them.

In September we once again invited Pastor Teresa
Tong as the speaker of the Graduation Celebra-
tion Sunday. With her help in planning the event,
every position of service was led by 1 or 2 fam-
ilies. Two families led praise and worship with
additional children members practicing and
leading together. The youngest member of the
singspiration team was just 3 years old. We sang
simple songs that were known by most as well as
other recently learned songs. It was warm and

touching to all attendance in the sanctuary.

Ushers, greeters, scripture readers and prayers
were all served by families with children. I was
very moved by the prayer, which was conducted
in all 3languages. Regardless of age we can serve
and worship together. It is truly one spirit uniting
us all. Serving God does not have boundaries, we
are all part of the body of Christ that unites us all

in Him.
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Pastor Teresa extended a calling for people to
believe in Christ or rededicated themselves to
God. 23 people including seniors, adults, youth
and children, have dedicated or rededicated their

lives to Christ. Praise the Lord!

In fall 2018, there were not many babies and

little ones in the Discovery Kids class, following
graduation of many children to upper classes.

We therefore merged Little Explorers with the
Discovery Kids Class and rearranged our resourc-
es to better serve everyone. It took us a few weeks
to get organized and settled into the new arrange-

ment.

We usually have more children in attendance at
the Easter or Christmas service. This year we had
a new experience. On the Sunday before Christ-
mas celebration we had our testimony Sunday.
Jason and Sandy Yuen had invited many families
to come to hear Jason’s testimony and as a result
we had many more children in our program.
Then our Christmas service we have many fam-
ilies coming with their kids. Then we thought
we would have fewer kids on the last Sunday of
the year. But it turned out we also had over 30

in KidsZone. God is telling us not to slack off. He
had been graciously sending kids to our church,
we should be prepared at all times for more kids
to come. We should be well equipped to provide

quality teaching and care.

We would like to thank Beka Ly for serving as Young
Adventurers coordinator for almost 10 years. In 2018,
Beka had decided to step down from the position. We
had been praying and waiting for almost 7 months to
find a replacement for her. By the grace of God, Jenni-

fer Zhao agreed to serve in this role.

In 2019, we will have a new team serving together on
KidsZone. Michelle Quan will be working closely with
Kang Liang to coordinate the combined DK and LE
group and Jennifer for the YA group. Please continue
to pray for all the coordinators, teachers and helpers

as we nurture these little ones in their faith journey.

Junior Youth

Eight JY graduated to high school while 4 children
have moved to JY. It is still a challenging transition as
we do not have a structured program for high school-
ers. We have added the High School Connections twice
a month after service to better nurture them but

clearly it is still not enough.

During March Break, we had a sleepover and 14 peo-
ple joined the event. Our JY and Youths had joined the
Sunday evening youth worship session at the Church
of the Resurrection, located just north of our church.
It was a good experience. We may explore more joint

opportunity in the future.

We had several outings help during the summer. Over

20JY and Youths went to Laser Quest in July, orga-

nized by our two Summer Intern students, Jim Zhang

and Evan Hum. All had a great time together. In August
we went to the Looking Glass Adventure on Danforth

just east of our church for an escape room adventure.

Some of you may remembered that since March 2017 JY
started joining the Friday Night Program once a month

on the first week of each month. In 2018 we increased

the frequency of Friday night program to twice a month.

This Friday fellowship helps to bridge the JY into the
Youth Group. While we continued to have fellowship at
church on the first Friday of each month, we began to
gather at Mr and Mrs Raymond Ho’s house on the third
Friday of each month to create an uptown gathering
location. We are so thankful for the Ho’s hospitality.
Mrs. Mary Ho always prepared delicious dinner for us
when we gathered at her house and Mrs. Mei Lam whom
continues to prepare dinner for our hungry young peo-
ple for the other weeks at out church. Thank you to our

great cooks!!

Youth pastor updates

We have been searching for the last year and talking to
potential candidates for the youth pastor position. We
are still seeking a match for the calling with the right
person. As Pastor Brian mentioned before, the kids are
growing up fast and we need a youth pastor to nurture
them. Let’s continue to pray that God provide what is

needed to build up these young people’s faith.
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MISSIONS REPORT
BEDPERS

ROBERT BOARDMAN | $51{=

TCMC understands its mission to be both local
and global. We continue to be linked to the
provincial and national mission of the church
through the Mennonite Conference of East-
ern Canada and Mennonite Church Canada.
We continue our historic ties to global pro-

grammes with Mennonite Central Committee.

In 2018 with the guidance of the Church Board
the congregation took over the full financial
support for a refugee family from Syria from
the Lansdowne Legacy group. This allowed
the Lansdowne Legacy group to focus on other
kinds of support for this family. As of 2019 Jan
1st, the family will be supported through pro-
vincial government funding. They are slowly
becoming integrated into their community.
Here are a few quotes from a letter sent to the

Church Board by the Lansdowne Legacy group:

“The entire Toronto Chinese Mennonite Church
congregation has made a huge difference in the
lives of this family from the moment they ar-
rived in Canada on November 29, 2016. ... The
TCMC family has stepped up in both big and
small ways to help make the transition to their
new lives easier, from collecting change for the

laundry machines to, providing Douhok with
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a space to sell her foods, to, most importantly,
the income support over this past year so that

they would have 2 full years sponsorship.”

Locally we reach out to the neighbourhood
with three major events each year. We host

a free pancake breakfast and children’s Egg
Hunt at Easter time and we host a Harvest Fes-
tival at the end of October. We sponsor a Vaca-
tion Bible School in August. The Egg Hunt has
been attended by numbers of people from the
surrounding community every year. It seems
to be part of many non-church families’ Easter
celebrations. The Harvest Festival is held after
service on the last Sunday of October. This
event has become one mainly for families who
attend church. The celebration is enjoyed by all

who came.

The Vacation Bible School is always well
attended both by church children and neigh-
bourhood children. Our one-week programme
uses materials from MCEC and the two sum-
mer interns were responsible for leadership

of this event. There was a second summer
children’s programme organized by an outside
group who rented our space. We are discussing
with this group about having a joint summer

children’s programme in 2019.

We continue to support financially the work of

the Mennonite Central Committee downtown

chaplain through Lazarus Rising. Our Youth par-

ticipate in the Out Of The Cold programme once
a month through the winter. This programme
runs at Eastminster United Church (near Chester

subway station).

This year we increased the size of the community

garden on our property. Children from the Victo-

ria Daycare, seniors from Kei Lok Yuen

and some people from the community are in-
volved in caring for the plants, pulling weeds,
watering and the other chores that are part of
gardening. We are thankful for the enthusiastic
support from many people. We expect to contin-
ue making more garden beds and expanding the

outreach and the benefits of this work.

Globally we are involved in a number of proj-
ects in China. We continue to give support to

a husband and wife, Rabbit and Dragon, who
teach English in the west of China. They have
not issued their monthly newsletter since Sep-
tember. Conditions have changed in China in the
last year. Restrictions on Christians are in force

in areas where the regulations were ignored or

only loosely applied. Rabbit and Dragon have

had to become more restrained. We are com-
mitted to support the education of two boys in
southwest Sichuan. Payment of these school fees
was a new project in 2017. With your continued
support TCMC will pay their school fees (tuition,
room and board) for as long as they are in school.
Getting an education in Chinese will improve the

boys prospects for the future.

We continue our financial support of the Enoch
Society. This group assists with the care of elders
in China. This work is particularly needed since
many elders in China do not have family support.
Unlike Canada most seniors in China either have
no pensions or they have very small pensions.
The number of seniors in China is very high and
will continue to increase. The number of working
people who can support these seniors is low. The
percentage of the population that is over 65 is the
highest in Chinese history will continue to rise

just as it does here.

In 2017 we gave financial support to Kather-
ine Tsao. She served in East Asia for about ten

months as a support to children of church work-
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ers. Katherine returned to Canada in 2018. She
delivered a stimulating report in person to
TCMC about her work.

In 2018 we supported Christen Kong who is
serving in South Africa in the SALT (Serving
and Learning Together) programme under the
direction of MCC (Mennonite Central Commit-
tee). There are no government restrictions on
the work she is doing but communication with
her is often difficult. She is sent the weekly bul-
letin and people can send her e-mail. She has

limited time and limited access to the Internet.

The past year TCMC was involved in several
key, important projects as part of our outreach
to the community and the world. With your
assistance we can continue to do this very im-

portant work for the Kingdom of God.
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KEI LOK YUEN REPORT
BRERS

PASTOR RONALD AU | ER%¥EiE

October 2018 KLY marked KLY’s 14th year an-
niversary. Many of our brothers and sisters in
our Cantonese group have offered their count-
less hours to serve in this outreach, demonstrat-
ing God’s love to others using their individual
gifts. Thanks to Monica Tang for leading the
KLY committee to ensure smooth operation of

this program.

KLY is TCMC Cantonese group’s main outreach
avenue. Itis a bridge for connecting other
seniors within the Chinese community whom
have yet to know God. Itis part of our continual
prayer in seeking of God’s guidance to use this
ministry to fulfill the Jesus’ great commission.
(Matthews 28-19-20)

KLY’s weekly program offering and activities
for seniors include: Tai-chi, Line Dancing, Kara-
oke, Table Tennis, Gospel Chinse Opera, Aerobic

Exercise, conversation and sharing.

Monthly activities include: birthday celebra-
tion for all seniors with birthday each month,
as well as health clinics on topics such as Living

with Diabetes, Staying Active.

The purpose of KLY is to reach out to those who

do not believe in the Lord, so we must often
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pray together to seek God’s wisdom. We cannot

do anything apart from the Lord. (John 15:5)

This year we again received financial funding
support from community services, providing
us with more services and facilities. His grace
is more than enough (2 Cor. 12:9). This extra
financial support has allowed us to serve more
elderly people in the community, update old
equipment, reduce membership fees, provide
more nutritious lunches and support more

volunteers.

Thanks to our volunteer group for manag-

ing registration each week, for lunch meals
preparation in the kitchen. They also prepare
refreshments such as tea, coffee as well as dish-
washing and decorations for monthly birthday
celebrations. We also have volunteers lending
their expertise as retired nurses to help mea-
sure blood pressure and blood sugar. Inrec-
ognition of their contributions, they were each

presented with certificate of appreciation.

Birthday celebrations:

Every 3rd week of each month is a birthday
celebration for KLY members. We celebrate
with birthday cakes and certificates. We also
enjoyed the participation of local community
leaders including MPP in joining in this celebra-

tion.

Tai Chi and yoga exercise:

Our sister Joyce Wong and I help lead Tai Chi
class every Wednesday. In addition, KLY mem-
bers followed Monica Tang in yoga stretching
exercise. Other members enjoyed ping pong,
dancing, and karaoke. These programs are well
managed under the guidance of our sister Joyce
Wong.

Lectures:

* The seniors’ Lectures were held on 13/02,
06/03, 27/03 covering topics such as, staying
happy, signs of depression, and mental health.

* On 27/11, Mr. Jack was invited to give a lecture
on the appropriate use of health supplements.

* On 16/10, 23/10, 30/10 for three weeks, we
invited a physiotherapist to explain “Rheu-

matoid Arthritis”.

Outdoor activities:

In July, the group visited Montreal for a three
days and two nights excursion. Also in Octo-
ber, we headed to M.D. Island Boat River and

visited the Aboriginal Museum for a day trip.

Spreading the Gospel
I am thankful to have the chance to pray to the
KLY group before each meal and gave them a

short ten minutes message at the end of year.

Thanks to the local outreach event initiated by

the local Chinese short-term missions team in
August, eight volunteer came and connected
with members during lunch to make personal

gospel sharing.

The Joshua C Group also invited KLY members
to participate in the work of evangelism in
the Kingdom of God in the form of dinner and

karaoke.

On the second Tuesday of each month, monthly
issues of Chinese Christianity publications are
distributed to KLY. I hope that the Holy Spirit
will use the contents of newspapers and books

to touch their hearts.

On the 23rd to celebrate the Christmas Day on
the 23rd and 12th, there were several unbeliev-
ers whom participated in TCMC’s joint Christ-
mas service, the group sang “O Come, All Ye
Faithful” and “Silent Night”. Thank God for the

spirit’s work in the hearts of everyone in KLY.
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FACILITIES REPORT
HERKERS

JEFF YEE

The upkeep and maintenance of our church
was a team effort for 2018. With the church
being an “old” building of being decade plus in
age, having many hands instead of one person
to oversee tasks was very helpful. Moving for-
ward into 2019, the GM tasks will once again be
spread amongst members of the church from

our three language groups.

The major repair/maintenance item in 2018
was the boiler/furnace. This equipment is vital
to keep the church building warm during the
winter months. Many of the windows were
also replaced in the church, with the most re-
cent replacement taking place in the fall from
within the library, kitchen and basement back

board room.

Looking ahead into 2019, the large projects will
include:
* long term building accessibility planning to

better cater to users with mobility needs
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» installation of our new outdoor church

signage

* replacement of the exit door to the
playground

» continuation of the electrical wiring /

panels upgrades in the basement

Important maintenance items for 2019 will

include:

* snaking of the building’s plumbing, as in
recent years there has been a “pooling” of
water mainly in the playground area affect-
ing VEC

* Dboiler/furnace maintenance
* annual fall clean up, raking leaves
* upkeep of general maintenance of the church

grounds, including the vegetable garden

With all hands on deck, and everyone being given
a small role, I believe we will continue to do good

work and take care of God’s House.
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